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Friendship with the United States of America, and Prom-
ised to be true and faithful Subjects to the same.

In consequence whereof I have given him this writing as
a remembrance that he and his said nation are to treat all
the subjects of the said States of America with Friendship
and receive all those they may meet with, as their Brothers.

Given under my hand and seal at Fort Bowman in the
Illinois this 22" Augt' 1778.

G. CLARK [Seal.]

Indorsed: *“Colonel Clark’s Certificate to a Chief of the Puan. Dated at
Fort Bowman Tllinois Country 22'¢ Augt 1778.

*Recd. in Lieut. Gov* Sinclair’s Letter of the 29t May.

“The within mentioned Chief and his Band are gone to strike against
the Rebels and trade upon the commission.

below the mouth of the Ohio, and later in the season aided in repelling a
body of British and Indians who had come to regain the Illinois country
and attack the Spaniards at St. Louis. Leaving Colonel Montgomery to
pursue the enemy up the Mississippi, Clark, with what force could be
spared, hastened to Kentucky where he quickly raised a thousand men
and invaded and laid waste the Shawnee villages, in retaliation for Bird’s
invasion. Later, he was engaged in some minor forays and was appointed
a brigadier general; but his favorite scheme of an expedition to conquer
Detroit miscarried, owing to the poverty of Virginia and the activity of
the enemy under Brant, McKee, Girty and other border leaders. In 1782, he
led a thousand men in a successful campaign against the Indians on the
Great Miami. This was his last important service, his subsequent expeditions
proving failures. His later years were spent in poverty and seclusion, and
his social habits became none of the best. In 1793, he imprudently accepted
a commission as major-general, from Genet, the French diplomatic agent,
and essayed to raise a French revolutionary legion in the West to overcome
the Spanish settlements on the Mississippi; upon Genet’s recall, Clark’s
commission was canceled. He died February 18, 1818, at Liocust Grove’
near Louisville, Ky., and lies buried at Cave Hill, in the Louisville suburbs.
In his article on Clark, in Applefons’ Cyclop. of Amer. Biog., i., pp. 626, 627,
Lyman C. Draper says: ‘Clark was tall and commanding, brave and full
of resources, possessing the affection and confidence of his men. All that
rich domain northwest of the Ohio was secured to the republic, at the
peace of 1783, in consequence of his prowess.” Cf. William F. Poole, in
‘Winsor’s Narr. and Crit. Hist. Amer., vi., pp. 710-742, While due credit
should be given to Clark for his daring and successful undertaking,
we must not forget that England’s jealousy of Spain, and shrewd diplo-
macy on the part of America’s peace plenipotentiaries, were factors even
more potent in winning the Northwest for the United States.— ED.



